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April 2: Mikhail Gorbachev arrived in Havana on Sunday evening at Jose Marti international airport
aboard an Aeroflot plane, known as Ilyushin-62. Fidel Castro, accompanied by the entire Cuban
Politburo, greeted Gorbachev with a bear hug and kisses, and a 21-gun salute. Next, the Cuban
leader stood alongside Gorbachev in an open Chaika limousine for a 50-minute ride through
Havana to an official guest house, past cheering, flag-waving crowds. An estimated 500,000 Cubans
turned out to watch the motorcade. Cuban news agency, Prensa Latina, reported that over 600,000
thronged Havana's streets. The Soviet delegation arrived in Cuba after a brief stopover in Ireland,
where Gorbachev held his first talks with Irish Prime Minister Charles Haughey. Gorbachev
was accompanied by his wife Raisa, Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze, the Communist
Party's head of international affairs Alexander Yakovlev, and deputy premier and chairman of
the state foreign trade commission Vladimir Kamentsev. Gorbachev's arrival marks the first by a
Soviet leader to the island since an official visit by Leonid Brezhnev in 1974. The three-day visit
is Gorbachev's first to a Latin American country, and his third meeting with Castro. The Cuban
leader traveled to Moscow for the 27th Communist Party Congress after Gorbachev took power
and participated in the November 1987 Kremlin ceremonies marking the 70th anniversary of the
Bolshevik Revolution. April 3: During a brief interview with selected journalists outside the hotel
where he is staying, Gorbachev said, "I believe the Latin American continent has a bright future,"
in reference to talks with Latin American leaders in recent years. He added, "I am positive that
democratic process now unfolding will gather strength." The Soviet leader's remarks were broadcast
on Cuban television. After a ceremonial wreath laying at a monument to Jose Marti, described as
the patron saint of Cuban independence, Castro and Gorbachev began their discussions in the
Palace of the Revolution with members of their staffs facing each other across a conference table.
Later, with the formalities completed, the two presidents went into private talks accompanied
only by their interpreters. After the two leaders' first meeting, Soviet spokesperson Gennady I.
Gerasimov told reporters the discussion focused on Latin American problems, particularly the
region's foreign debt and the drug trade. He said Gorbachev also reported on the Soviet Union's
recent multicandidate parliamentary elections. Gerasimov said Moscow has expressed willingness
to participate in an international effort to fight drug trafficking. He added that drugs are creating an
explosive situation, not just in Latin America, but throughout the world. Following the first session
of formal talks, Gorbachev attended a ceremonial wreath laying at a monument to Lenin, the first
leader of revolutionary Russia, and toured ExpoCuba, a collection of 24 pavilions illustrating Cuban
social and economic progress since the 1959 revolution. ExpoCuba was opened in January, marking
the revolution's 30th anniversary. Meanwhile, Raisa Gorbachev visited a day-care center, a CubanSoviet friendship center and the estate of the late US author Ernest Hemingway who lived for many
years in a villa outside Havana that is now a museum. [US and Western European sources estimate
Soviet economic aid to Cuba at between $4 billion and $7 billion annually. Based on these estimates,
Soviet aid programs and subsidies account for as much as 20% of the Cuban gross domestic product,
and about 74% of island's foreign trade turnover. Prensa Latina reported that prior to Gorbachev's
arrival, the Soviet Foreign Trade Deputy Minister said perestroika entails special attention for
trade with countries pertaining to the Council of Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA), including
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Vietnam, Mongolia and Cuba. The minister also said that the USSR does not plan to lower the price
it pays for Cuban sugar, and will continue to supply oil to Havana. In its April 4 edition, the New
York Times' Bill Keller wrote: "there was heavy but unconfirmed speculation that the Soviet leader
would announce the cancellation of Cuba's unpaid loans." Gerasimov declined to comment on
the possibility of debt forgiveness, telling reporters they would have an answer when Gorbachev
addresses the Cuban National Assembly on Tuesday.] Izvestia, the Soviet government newspaper,
displayed a picture of Castro and Gorbachev at the top of its front page along with an account of
the official proceedings in Havana. "Hundreds of thousands of residents of the capital warmly
welcomed the Soviet guest and F. Castro along the length of the route of their motorcade," Izvestia
said. "Many held signs in their hands: `Long Live Soviet-Cuban Friendship,' `Welcome Comrade
Gorbachev.' This is how Cubans welcomed the leader of the Soviet Communist Party and the Soviet
government." The Communist Party paper Pravda, in its morning edition, printed a nearly half-page
article called "The Kind Heart of Havana," emphasizing the close economic ties between the Soviet
Union and Cuba and the large number of Soviet ships visible in Havana's port. Gorbachev leaves
April 5 for London and meetings with Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and Queen Elizabeth II.
(Basic data from AP, Notimex, 04/01/89; AFP, DPA, 04/02/89; Xinhua, Prensa Latina, Tass, Notimex,
New York Times, 03/03/89; Tass, 03/04/89)
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